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The Perisher Range ski resorts, situated in Kosciuszko National Park, contain outstanding natural, cultural and
social values. The area contains a diverse and complex range of ecosystems and is of national and international
significance in terms of flora conservation and genetic resource preservation. The park has been previously
recognised by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature as one of six Australian sites of plant
biodiversity and one of 167 throughout the world. In addition, the surviving archaeological resource within the
study area is a culturally significant component of the alpine and sub-alpine Aboriginal cultural landscape.

The Perisher Range resorts also provide for significant recreational opportunities and economic benefits to local,
regional and state economies attracting over 16,000 visitors on a peak day in winter. The social and economic
well being of regional towns is markedly influenced by tourism (particularly skiing) generated by the natural
attributes and recreational activities in the resort areas.

The objectives of the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974 aim to ensure that these values are protected for
present and future generations. The challenge for the ski resort operator, Perisher Blue Pty Limited, and the
NSW government is to ensure the development of a resort that is ecologically sustainable through sound
planning, scientific research, best practice environmental management and monitoring.

This Ski Slope Master Plan for the Perisher Range resorts has been prepared by Perisher Blue Pty Limited and
contains proposals for the ski slope areas of Perisher, Smiggin Holes, Blue Cow, Guthega and the Link
Management Unit of Kosciuszko National Park. The plan is required by the Kosciuszko National Park Plan of
Management, which sets out the contents of a ski slope plan and the process for it to be adopted.

The Ski Slope Master Plan serves as a valuable guide for managing mountain development and associated
impacts. More specifically the Ski Slope Master Plan provides the opportunity for:

!  an improved understanding between resort operators, government and the community on the operational
requirements and future development of the resort;

!  a strategic program of upgrading mountain facilities and services that will culminate in a high quality
experience for winter visitors;

! a broader understanding of the environmental, economic and social context in which the ski resort operates;
! an improved level of community involvement in the development of a vision and decisions for future use of a

public resource;
! an increased level of certainty for investors on the long term viability of the resort;
! improved linkages between mountain, village and service infrastructure planning and development;
!  a framework for developing responsive scientific research programs and environmental performance

monitoring; and
! a framework for sharing information and environmental solutions between government and private industry.

Implementation of the proposals contained in the Ski Slope Master Plan will be subject to further environmental
assessment, in the first instance by Perisher Blue, followed by a review and determination by the appropriate
NSW government agency. Specific proposals will comply with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974,
Threatened Species Conservation Act, 1995, Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, 1979 and other
relevant legislation.

Ski slope development proposals are currently assessed by NPWS under the provisions of Part 5 of the NSW
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979.  Upon commencement of the State Environmental Planning
Policy (SEPP) for ski resort areas, the NSW Department of Planning will complete the review and determination
of proposals in the Ski Slope Master Plan under Part 4 of the same Act. The SEPP identifies a Masterplan - Ski
Slopes as a matter for consideration by the Department of Planning in determining a development application.

NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service Foreword



The NPWS has considered the appropriateness of the proposals contained within the Ski Slope Master Plan
according to the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974, the Kosciuszko National Park Plan of Management, and
other relevant government policies. NPWS has, where appropriate, consulted scientific experts and current
research documents in formulating its response to the information presented in the Ski Slope Master Plan.

The plan includes a number of proposals that fall outside the resort management unit boundaries of the
Kosciuszko Plan of Management. The specific proposals include projects 9.1 and 9.4 in Precinct 9 (Mount Piper
North) contained in Table 14.1 and projects 12.1 and 12.2 in Precinct 12 (Blue Cow North) contained in Table
17.2 of the Ski Slope Master Plan.  These proposals have not been adopted by the NPWS. They have been
included in the Ski Slope Master Plan so the lessee can transparently articulate the vision for the future
development of the resort in that area. The use of these areas will be considered by the NPWS as part of the
review of the Kosciuszko National Park Plan of Management according to the requirements of Section 75 of the
National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974.

To ensure that the objectives of sustainable development as set out in the Ski Slope Master Plan are realised,
Perisher Blue will implement a comprehensive environmental monitoring program generally consistent with
ISO14000 and the Perisher Range Resorts Environmental Management System. This program will be integrated
with the implementation of the Ski Slope Master Plan which will, amongst other things:

! provide the resort and NPWS a context to benchmark and evaluate trends in the condition of the area;

!  provide an evaluation of the status and trends in ecological processes as they effect the condition and
sustainability of the environmental attributes that the ski slope plan seeks to protect;

!  evaluate probable causes of changing ecological conditions and identify threats to the sustainability of
valued environmental attributes referred to in the ski slope plan; and

!  assist in the formulation of management options to reduce risks of ecological process impairment and to
promote sustainability as outlined in the vision for the resort;

Perisher Blue has identified that the conservation of Aboriginal sites within the resort area is a continuing priority
and consultation with the aboriginal community will occur as the plan is implemented.

NPWS considers that the vision, principles and objectives for the development of the ski slopes in the Perisher
Range resorts as articulated in the Ski Slope Master Plan are acceptable. NPWS has therefore adopted the Ski
Slope Master Plan, excluding those sections outlined above, under the provisions of the Kosciuszko National
Park Plan of Management.

Perisher Blue and relevant government authorities will review the Ski Slope Master Plan every five years to
reflect new information, changes in market forces, environmental conditions and government policy.

Director General




